Becoming Involved in helping run an 
ACL Meet Your Candidate Forum
At each election the Australian Christian Lobby runs forums in which local churches are encouraged to attend and have the opportunity to hear first hand the values, views and expectations of the candidates and sitting parliamentary members for their electorate.

The nights are professionally run in such a way that all candidates are equally respected and valued for their time and contribution.  Questions from the floor are written and submitted to the chair who will direct them to the candidates.

Feedback from our last forums in March was very positive with the candidates and attendees both saying that they gained something of value from the evening.

Each forum is strictly run to our tried and proven format as detailed below.

7.00pm
Candidates and senior ministers supper

7.20pm
Draw order of speakers

7.30pm
Public Forum



Opening Address – Jim Wallace

Guidelines: We honour and respect the candidates, and so we do not allow heckling, jeering, or criticism from the floor or from others on the panel. 

7.35pm
Candidate Addresses (4 minutes each)

8.00pm
DVD: Making Preferences Count



Receive public questions
Candidate responses (1 minute each)

9.00pm
Forum Close



Offering/gold coin donation



Closing prayer

Overall the evenings are a fantastic opportunity to showcase the size and concern of the Christian constituency, raising our profile in the minds of the politicians whilst giving the attending congregations the valuable opportunity to hear first hand from their candidates.
If you feel that your electorate would have significant church interest to run a forum in your area and you are willing to assist in hosting this event with us we would be excited to hear from you and your Minister.  Attached are letters that we use to brief ministers on the event and the ACL.  Please read these to gain more of an understanding of ACL and our vision for these forums.
We hope that you are inspired to see the impact that Christians can make.  For any more information please call our office on (02) 4587 9688.

Regards

Megan Atkinson

State Administrator

NSW Australian Christian Lobby

P.O. Box 267

Windsor NSW 2756

Ph: (02) 4587 9688

